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Office: (21 7) 581-5981 - Home: (21 7) 348-7 553

November 16, 1987

87-47

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ONA NORTON SCHOLARSHIP ESTABLISHED
CHARLESTON, IL.--A special scholarship in honor of 93-year-old
Ona Norton, a Charleston resident for more than 80 years, has been
established at Eastern Illinois University by the Concerned Citizens
of Charleston organization.
Scholarship requirements include that the recipient shall be
Afro-American, be a full-time EIU student with a cumulative grade
point average of at least 3.25 (on a 4.0 scale), demonstrate potential
for advanced scholarship and/or professional study, and have provided
some type of service to EIU and /or the Charleston community.
The first scholarship will be awarded in the spring of 1988.

(more)

NORTON SCHOLARSHIP

ADD 1/1/1/1/

The scholarship selection committee will consist of the executive
officer of the EIU Foundation or a person appointed by the executive
officer, two faculty members, one EIU administrator, and two members
of the Concerned Citizens of Charleston organization.
For a number of years Mrs. Norton and her husband, Kenneth,
provided housing for b1ack students at EIU.

"Eastern's footba 11

coach Ralph Kohl came to me and asked about finding local housing
for some black students from the Chicago area," explained Mrs.

Norton.

"My husband and I rearranged our home to accommodate seven boys,"
she added, "and the next year we were asked about the possibility
of finding some housing for some black girls."
For years she not only housed students in her own home but was
active in finding housing for blacks in other private homes in Charleston.
Mrs. Norton (Ona Louisa Stoner) was born Jan. 30, 1894, in Boyd,
Il. (located midway between Mt. Vernon and Centralia), the only child
of John and Minnie Nash Stoner.
After starting school at Edison School in Mt. Vernon, she moved
to Charleston, where she enrolled in Lincoln School (then called
Western School).

She later attended Charleston High School (then

located in the present Jefferson School), and took some classes at
EIU (then Eastern Illinois State Normal College).
In 1913 she married Kenneth Norton.

They lived in several differ-

ent homes in Charleston, including a house on State Street (near
the present Dairy Queen), where their house was one of many damaged
by the famous 1917 tornado.

Their only child, Kenneth, who now lives

in Decatur, was born later that year.

Mr. and Mrs. Norton were married

for 60 years prior to Mr. Norton's death in 1973.
(more)

NORTON SCHOLARSHIP

ADD 2/2/2/2/

Mrs. Norton first worked at her parents' restaurant on the Charleston
square.

Later she was employed by several other businesses, including

Edman's Bus Station and the Charleston County Club.

She also worked

as a beauty operator, having the distinction of giving the first
permanent wave in Charleston.
In more recent years she cooked for a handicapped citizens'
home operated by Al Teeters at Fifth and Jackson in Charleston.

She

served as assistant activity director at both Cambridge Court and
Charleston Manor:

She also delivered cookies for the Charleston

Recreation Department, taking the sweets to convalescent homes in
association with Maxine Goff.

Her other activities included work

with the Senior Citizen Center, the Wesley United Methodist Church,
and the Charleston Civic Association.
In 1967 Mrs. Norton was honored as the Woman of the Year by
the Charleston Chamber of Commerce.

She was an honor awardee of

the Concerned Citizens of Charleston in 1976.
Because of the loss of much of her eyesight, she has been living
in Charleston nursing homes in recent months.
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